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13th Annual 
Cleveland Comedy Festival

The Cleveland Comedy Festival began in 2008 as a 
celebration of local, independent comedy and has grown 
into much, much more in the decade plus.
Our mission remains the same — to celebrate Cleveland’s 
comedic past, present and future and help promote one 
of Cleveland’s greatest exports — our collective sense of 
humor and comedic talent.
The Cleveland Comedy Festival is an event that is uniquely 
Cleveland and continues the legacy of funny that includes 
Bob Hope, Ernie Anderson, Tim Conway Arsenio Hall, 
Steve Harvey, Drew Carey and many, many others. 
Cleveland has always been a funny place that seems to 
foster more than its fair share of hilarious people.
And it’s still true today! The wealth of comedic talent in 
Cleveland has never been stronger, and that’s what our 
Festival is all about. And as we’ve grown, we’re now 
attracting national and regional comedians and industry 
representatives to come to Cleveland and join in the 
laughs.
Our staff has been hard at work even amid a pandemic.
During 2020 we began a quiet launch of Cleveland 
Comedy Network, which will consist of podcasts and 
original series on our YouTube channel produced by our 
organization. We also looking forward to the first ever 
Rubber City Comedy Festival in Akron, to take place in 
2021.

November 27-29, 2020

http://rubbercitycomedyfestival.com/


Pickwick & Frolic
Hilarities 4th Street Theatre

Pickwick & Frolic Restaurant and Club, “Home to 
Hilarities 4th Street Theatre,” is a complete 
entertainment experience. Opened in September 
2002, Pickwick features a 185-seat restaurant 
offering American rustic cuisine made from scratch! 
Hilarities 4th Street Theatre features 7 weekly shows 
and the faces you have seen onstage range from 
homegrown Cleveland favorites like Mike Polk to 
faces you have seen everywhere, like Dom Irrera, 
Dave Coulier, Rita Rudner, Sinbad, Tom Papa, Craig 
Robinson and the Wayans Brothers.
Hilarities 4th Street Theatre is one of the largest 
made-for-comedy venues in the country, presenting 
the best in national stand-up comedy. Hilarities 
features a tiered showroom that accommodates 400 
guests including a mezzanine balcony with 8 
individual skyboxes seating between 8 to 12 guests 
each. The showroom features comfortable custom-
made seating. Preferred seating is available for 
advance ticket purchases.
Seating for the comedy shows starts 45 minutes 
prior to showtime. Choose your shows wisely, for we 
practice a no return, exchange or refund policy.



Festival Show Schedule
FRIDAY NOV 27 – 6pm & 8:15pm
Shane Torres
He’s appeared on Conan, is a Festival alum, and tours with Bert 
Kreischer
SATURDAY NOV 28 – 4pm
Women & Wine Showcase
This Femme Showcase also includes two glasses of wine with ticket 
purchases!
The Bill Squire Showcase – 6pm
Bill Squire is a Festival alum and can be heard on 100.7WMMS as 
part of the Alan Cox Show. His showcase features a mix of comedic 
talent from all over.
The Mike Paramore Showcase – 8:15pm
Mike is a Festival alum and contest winner, and has his own special 
on Dry Bar. His showcase will feature comedic talent from all over.
SUNDAY NOV 29 – 4:30pm
Women & Wine Showcase
Jokes On You! – 7pm
Hosted by John Bruton and Bill Squire, this show is entirely crowd 
work and dictated by you, the audience! 

Check out the bios of comedians performing on shows over the 
next several pages!



SHANE TORRES

Shane Torres is a stand up comedian, writer, actor, and podcaster. 
Originally from Fort Worth, Texas, Shane landed in Portland, Oregon and 
began his comedy career. Shane returns to the Cleveland Comedy Festival 
and has performed on festivals all over the globe including Montreal’s Just 
For Laughs, Comedy Central’s Clusterfest, San Francisco Sketchfest, 
Bonnaroo, Outsidelands, Bumbershoot, Moontower Comedy Festival in 
Austin, Red Clay Comedy Festival, High Plains in Denver, Laughingskull, 
New York Comedy Festival, Laughfest, and many more.

His television appearances to date have included Conan twice, Comedy 
Central Half Hour Special, IFC’S Comedy Bang Bang, NBC’S Last Comic 
Standing (barely), Tru Tv’s Comedy Knockout, NBC’s Red Nose Day, and Ron 
White’s Comedy Salute To The Troops on CMT. He has been heard on such 
popular podcasts such as Savage Love, All Fantasy Everything, Comedy 
Bang Bang, Doug Loves Movies and Bertcast. He tours frequently across 
the states and can often be found performing in a comedy club, theaters, 
and music venues near you. In March of 2019 his Comedy Central web 
series Shane Torres Conquers Fear is being released.
He has been reviewed by numerous media outlets including The New York 
Times, Onion AV Club, GQ UK, and more. His album Established 1981 came 
out in September of 2017 on Comedy Central records “Mr. Torres has a 
laconic drawling delivery with deliberate pacing, placing him firmly in the 
tradition of dry deadpan specialist like Tig Notaro and Todd Barry. But his 
style is warmer, relying on punchlines with corkscrew turns that have 
moments of vulnerability and even melancholy.” — The New York Times. 
He lives in Brooklyn, New York.



BILL SQUIRE
Bill Squire has taken part in 
the Cleveland Comedy Festival so 
many times over the years, 
dating all the way back to its 
infancy, including winning 
the "Ninja Comedy Deathmatch 
Contest" in 2009. Bill can be 
heard as co-host of The Alan Cox 
Show on 100.7WMMS in 
Cleveland that has thousands of 
listeners/viewers across the 
country on iHeartRadio and
YouTube. Bill has appeared on
Laughs on FOX and Hulu.

Bill’s comedy touches on his life as a step parent, divorce, dating, and 
leaving the Mormon church in his early 20’s.

MIKE PARAMORE
Mike Paramore is the guy you fight 
to sit next to in a movie theatre, on a 
long car ride, or during a boring 
lecture. His natural ability to infuse 
everyday situations with energetic, 
uplifting humor, combined with a 
natural ability to put you at ease is 
key to his personal brand of comedy. 
His smooth delivery and powerful 
punchlines make him a force in

stand-up comedy, which is very apparent in his debut album, “The Things 
We Tell Ourselves,” available now on iTunes and Amazon. Mike has opened 
for comedians like Damon Wayans, Jon Lovitz, and SaturdayNight Live’s Jay 
Pharoah. Mike was the winner of the 2015 Cleveland Comedy Festival, the 
winner of the 2016 Laughing Devil Festival in New York City, a finalist in the 
2017 World Series of Comedy in Las Vegas the winner of the 2017 Laugh 
Fest’s “Best in the Midwest” competition, and was a featured on AXTV’s 
Live at Gotham in NYC, and on FOX’s hit show “Laughs”.

https://wmms.iheart.com/featured/the-alan-cox-show/


Featured Performers
Collin Chamberlin is a New York based comedian who’s 
been entertaining audiences for years. His quick wit and 
family stories about growing up in Pittsburgh will make 
anyone laugh. His conversational delivery and timing 
make you feel like you’re talking to a friend. Collin tours 
nationally for the Funny Bones, Improvs, and Heliums. 
He’s had the privilege to perform in some of the most 
iconic venues in the country, including The Comedy and 
Magic Club. He’s also written for Sirius XM. He’ll talk 
about his obsession with fast food or rooming with his 
grandfather anywhere, as long as there’s gas money and a 
microphone. Just ask him about the high school prom he 
ruined. Collin is host of the popular podcast, Hell Gigs. 
He’s shared the stage with some of the best comedians 
working, including Pete Lee, Mark Normand, Adam 
Ferrara, and SNL’s Kenan Thompson. Collin even had an 
onstage role with Steve Martin and Martin Short!

Collin Chamberlin

Comedian Mike Cronin is a self-deprecating smart, dumb 
guy who happens to also be a fantastic writer with a truly 
original voice. Mike spent several years honing his craft at 
clubs near his hometown of Cincinnati before relocating to 
Chicago, where he hosted the popular showcase, “Best Night 
Ever.” Since then, Mike has moved to Detroit and continues 
to tour the country doing clubs and theaters. Mike 
performed at the inaugural Limestone Comedy Festival, The 
Boston Comedy Festival, 10,000 Laughs Festival and has 
opened for Bo Burnham, Tommy Johnagin, and Tom 
Segura. After attending one of Mike’s live shows, the New 
Times Broward-Palm Beach raved that his “testosterone-
friendly jokes about beards, lazy masturbation, and sh**ting 
his pants were presented so deftly, he even had the ladies 
laughing.” Mike is pretty sure that was meant a 
compliment.

Mike Head Mike Head started as a stand-up comedian on a dare. His co-
workers and family members thought his foolishness and 
impersonations needed some sort of platform.
His first time performing was during an amateur comedy 
workshop at the Cleveland Improv which was a surprising 
success. He has since been featured at events such as the 
American Black Film Festival, Shaq’s All Star Comedy Jam 
and the Cleveland Classic. Mike is regularly featured at 
venues across the country from Pennsylvania to California.
Mike is also an actor who has performed with some of 
Northeast Ohio’s most historic theatre companies. He has 
also performed in several film projects and a web series and 
recently made his television acting debut in the Lifetime 
feature film “With This Ring.”
Mike’s latest film role was in the movie “Jerico”, currently 
making rounds on the festival circuit. He can also be seen 
regularly on the comedy show / website “Laughs TV.”

Mike Cronin



Kelly Collette

Mary Santora

Tania Timmons

Kelly Collette is a standup comedian and writer. She 
was named Best Comedian in 2020 by Citybeat. She has 
been featured on Sirius XM and NPR, and she just 
filmed a special for Dry Bar Comedy. Kelly was a finalist 
on CMT’s Next Big Comic and tours clubs and colleges 
throughout the country. She traveled with the 
Nobodies of Comedy, a nationally hand selected group 
that tours theaters as “comedians you should know”. 
She has performed at the prestigious festivals like 
Limestone, Laughingskull, San Francisco Sketchfest and 
The Lucielle Ball Comedy Festival. She recently was on 
the Best Of The Midwest showcase at Gilda’s 
Laughfest. Kelly is also a featured emcee and 
storyteller. She has been on USA Today’s Storyteller 
project twice and has emceed for The Cincinnati Reds. 
She spoke at the 2020 Women’s March and at Cleveland 
State University.

Tania Timmons is an up and coming comedian from 
Cleveland, Ohio. Her comedy showcases her witty and 
sarcastic perspective as a young millennial woman who 
also happens to be a mother and a newlywed. She has 
performed throughout Ohio and is well on her way to 
expanding her reach and delighting audiences 
everywhere!

Mary Santora is a Cleveland favorite, was a finalist in 
the 2015 Festival, has been named the “Best 
Comedian” at the 2019 Cleveland Comedy Awards, the 
“Best Undiscovered Comedian in Ohio” by Thrillist in 
2018, “Best Female Comedian” by Cleveland Scene 
Magazine in 2016, 2017, and 2019, and was part of the 
2018 “Best of the Midwest” competition at LaughFest
in Grand Rapids, MI. She can be heard regularly on The 
Alan Cox Show on 100.7 WMMS and is quickly making 
a name for herself as one of the best up and coming 
comics in the country. She has a straightforward, quick 
witted style, and has performed alongside Dave Attell, 
Tom Papa, Jen Kirkman, and Kyle Kinane, to name a 
few. Mary is a fresh breath of femininity in the 
otherwise male-dominated world of stand up.

Featured Performers



Featured Performers
New York City comedian Ray Zawodni has been called a 
son, a brother, a lover and a loser, but he mostly prefers 
to be called funny. Over the past decade, this lovable 
man-child has entertained audiences all over the 
country with hilarious tales about his dysfunctional 
family, his party animal lifestyle and his train-wreck of 
a dating life. He is a regular feature act at the 
Pittsburgh Improv and Helium Comedy Club in Buffalo. 
Working these clubs has allowed him to share the stage 
with the likes of Tom Segura, Tammy Pescatelli, Paul 
Virzi and Joe DeRosa. Before moving to NYC, he was a 
regular on the critically acclaimed WDVE Morning Show 
in his hometown of Pittsburgh. Ray has appeared on 
Sirius XM and has his content regularly featured on CBS 
FanNation. When not on stage you can catch Ray in his 
self-produced web series, “Laugh in 60 Seconds.”

Ray Zawodni

Carli Robe is from Cleveland, Ohio. Starting as host of 
various shows and performing as a christian
comic while attending The Ohio State University; she 
has grown into a quick witted, no holds barred comic 
over the last six years. Believing that laughter can 
bring people together no matter how far apart they 
may start, her diverse background helps her relate to 
any crowd.

Marla Eyvette Massie
Marla Eyvette Massie is a standup comic, born and 
raised in Cleveland, OH. Her views on family, 
motherhood, and everyday life have been as 
entertaining as they are thought-provoking. Heavily 
influenced by sketch comedy, improv, and late night
talk shows, Marla’s quick wit, self deprecating humor, 
and clever word-play makes her one of the most 
memorable and entertaining comedians from the Great 
Lakes region.

Carli Robe



Featured Performers

John Armstrong is Cleveland born and proud! He 
has been active in standup for more than four 
years and recently earned the prestigious 
Performer’s Award at the Cleveland Comedy 
Awards. He regularly appears at the Improv and 
Hilarities as well as many shows throughout 
Northeast Ohio. John’s comedy is observational 
and fun. He is the father of three wonderful 
children and his material often focuses on families, 
relationships, and current events.

John Armstrong

Jasmine Pouliot
Jasmine Pouliot is one of the freshest faces to the 
Cleveland comedy scene, actually coming out of the 
Akron area. Already becoming a regular and taking 
on hosting duties at shows in the Northeast Ohio 
area, she’s quickly becoming a face of the launch of 
the next generation of comedians making their way 
to stages all over. She provides proof that finding 
yourself in humorous or awkward situations is not 
discriminatory by age and a younger age doesn’t 
come with a lack of experience of them.



Grant Awards
Typically each year as part of the Festival, kids from ages 11 to 17, enroll in our 
Class Clown Workshop for four weeks prior, learning the basics of standup 
comedy. On the final day of the Festival, students perform for their graduation 
show. This year, we were unable to make it part of the Festival, but still wanted 
to give kids an outlet. Thanks to local community Grants, we are currently 
running our first ever Virtual Class Clown Workshop and will be live streaming a 
virtual graduation show on Sunday December 20th on our Social Media.

We would like to thank the following community organizations for helping to 
make this possible.

The Class Clown Workshop is made possible in part by state tax dollars 
allocated by the Ohio Legislature to the Ohio Arts Council (OAC). The OAC is a 
state agency that funds and supports quality arts experiences to strengthen 
Ohio communities culturally, educationally, and economically.

The Class Clown Workshop is also made possible in part Neighbor 
Up, supported by Neighborhood Connections, a nationally recognized 
community-building program established in 2003 as a program of Suite 1300 
Services, Inc., a 501 c 3 nonprofit funded primarily by the Cleveland Foundation 
and other partners. Its mission is to fuel the power of neighbors to create, 
together, an extraordinary world right where they live.



Centrally located to serve Akron, Cleveland, Canton, 
Youngstown, and all of Ohio.

JENKINS INSURANCE AGENCY WAS FOUNDED IN 1957 and 
we have been serving the Summit, Stark, & Portage County 

area for over 60 years.
We are a full service agency that hopes to fulfill all of your 

insurance needs. Our staff is ready to handle anything from 
high risk automobile coverage to preferred automobile 
coverage; low cost homes to high valued homes, rental 

properties, antique cars, recreational vehicles, watercraft, 
motorcycles, etc. We represent over 20 companies in our 

personal lines markets.
We also have a commercial lines department that specialize 
in contractors, auto repair shops, restaurants, convenience 
stores, gas stations, car lots, funeral homes, industrial, retail 

& offices and MUCH MORE.
We also offer many different options for Life and Health 
insurance including affordable care act policies as well as 

Group Benefits and annuities!!
Call today: 330-633-5511 or visit

jenkinsinsurance.com



Help Support 
Cleveland Comedy Festival!

There are a number of ways that you can help support Cleveland 
Comedy Festival right now, in 2021 and beyond! 
DONATE! – The easiest route is to head to our website 
clevelandcomedyfestival.com and click on the Donate button right 
on our homepage! Any amount helps us operate as a nonprofit, as 
we work to get back onto our feet and provide live entertainment 
to you, and a home to comedic artists looking to hone their craft.

ADVERTISE/SPONSOR! – We are always seeking advertisers and 
sponsorships! Now, with the growth and addition of Cleveland 
Comedy Network, we have more ways for your brand to be seen or 
heard about that doesn’t just rely on live shows, or our once a year
actual Festival. Ads on podcasts, original series, our website, and 
social media throughout the year.

BUY MERCHANDISE! – Cleveland Comedy Festival has its own online 
store through website Bonfire, where you can purchase tshirts and 
hoodies with this year’s slogan “2020 is a joke” or something from 
our “WHY NOT CLE?” Collections and sport your pride in your 
hometown and teams!

http://clevelandcomedyfestival.com/
https://www.bonfire.com/store/cleveland-comedy-festival/


Rubber City Comedy Festival

Originally planned for May 2020, but derailed by the 
COVID pandemic, Rubber City Comedy Festival is still 
slated to become a new extension of Cleveland Comedy 
Festival and serve as a sister-Fest. Submissions and 
lineups had already been set and we look forward to 
being able to welcome those same comedians to the 
Akron area for its first Comedy Festival.

Partnering with Funny Stop Comedy Club and Akron 
area venues, our hope is to bring the same laughter and 
experiences to the Akron area that we currently have 
been doing for over a decade to Cleveland.

So keep an eye out and be sure
to give a follow on Facebook
and other social media as
well, to help us support
this new venture to
launch officially in 2021!

Visit
rubbercitycomedyfestival.com

http://rubbercitycomedyfestival.com/


Thank you!

Many thanks to all of the following people and 
organizations that have helped us stay afloat in this 
difficult year and have been great in our previous 
years as well, including our incredible staff that 

currently work as volunteers!

Kyle Haunhorst – Elton Lytle – Cait Hogan – Rodney 
Bengston – Rob Coleman – Kristin Galewood –

Dwayne Duke – Juanda Mayfield – Kelly Thewlis –
Josh Volchko – Marv Conner – Matt Farkas – Bill 
Stone – John Wellington – Joe Hannum – Brian 

Wehman – JD Sidley – Logan Rishaw - Sam Klima –
Hilarities – Pete Barakat – Funny Stop – Warehouse 

District Cleveland – The Bingham Apts – Archer 
Apts – Jenkins Insurance Agency – Ambiance – Bop 
Stop at the Music Settlement – Gabe Pollack – Alexa 

Lee – Homa Bash – Curtis Cook – Kate Sidley –
Launchpad Productions All Saints Public House –
Angel Isaac – Ohio Arts Council – Neighbor Up –
Ray Roberts – Steve Guy - 78th Street Studios –

Superelectric Pinball Parlor – David Spasic – Ryan 
Nemeth- Sean Ast – Lousy Weather Media – Ryan 

Kelly – Zach Niton – Henry Keiluhn – Jen Downey –
Amanda Wellington – Good Company




